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Constitution Day (September 17) News.
Calligrapher hand-letters 
All 7,628 Words of U.S. Constitution
 
Spending 2500 hours over the past five years hand-lettering all 7,628 words of the U.S. Constitution may seem tedious to some, but for artist and calligrapher Susan Loy, it has been a joy and an honor. Loy's feat dwarfs that of Jacob Shallus, the Pennsylvania clerk who was paid $30 to letter the original document on four sheets of parchment in 1787. Susan's seven watercolor paintings can fill an entire wall when hung in sequence. Susan Loy, previously Artist-on-the-Lawn at the White House, whose art is enjoyed by over 50,000 collectors worldwide, has created a series of paintings that are becoming part of history. The art has garnered awards, while spawning lively discussion from all sides of the political spectrum.
 
Loy’s model for this project was a symphony. The Preamble is like a Prelude where the major themes of the overall piece are established and then carried out in the six movements. The primary theme is “We the people.” This phrase is repeated in the remaining six paintings where the words are paired with appropriate national icons including the Liberty Bell, the Scales of Justice, the Statue of Liberty, the Capitol, and the White House. 

 
Loy began exhibiting the first parts of her Constitution Project in 2006 and immediately realized that there is a lot of common ground in the Constitution. During the Bush administration people were very interested in sending a copy to the White House; during the Obama administration people are interested in, guess what?, sending a copy to the White House. Loy has had hundreds of conversations with Americans about the Constitution and has found that American citizens are very interested in their Constitution and very opinionated about selected elements of it.  
 
The stimulus for Susan Loy's Constitution Project began during a nine-month period after September 11, 2001.  Susan was stopped three times in seemingly random traffic stops. By the third time, having been pulled over with the sirens blaring, lights flashing, and adrenalin flowing and having been told by the police officer that he was curious as to why she had protective barriers behind the front seats of her mini-van, she began to wonder if there wasn't something in the Constitution about this sort of thing. After downloading a copy of the U. S. Constitution from the National Archives, she rediscovered the fourth amendment, which establishes, among other things, the right of the people to be secure in their persons. Blaring sirens and questions by the police had made Susan feel insecure in her person, and that's what had bothered her in the first place. It got her thinking about the Constitution and reading it. 
 
Several years later she picked up her copy of the Constitution to use for a demonstration at an art festival. According to Loy, "The Preamble really grabbed me. Only fifty-two words but jam-packed with meaning. I really appreciate that the Founding Fathers mentioned tranquility in the Preamble." That was when she decided to letter the Constitution, not the Constitution that Jacob Shallus lettered, but our current Constitution, complete with amendments – all 7, 628 words of it.
 
Susan Loy's goal is to call attention to the whole Constitution and its history and to focus on common ground. As an artist, her desire has been to create beautiful and compelling settings for the words to Constitution of the United States. Loy is delighted to be exhibiting the completed Constitution Project. 
 
In addition to presenting the Constitution Project to grade schools, she plans to exhibit it in all fifty states. She and her husband, Ron Ayers, will exhibit the entire Constitution Project at art festivals in nine states this fall, beginning with the Alexandria Arts Festival in Alexandria, Virginia. See her show schedule at http://www.literarycalligraphy.com/schedule.html
 
Additional information, including photos and a 4666-word FAQ, are available at http://www.literarycalligraphy.com/americana/constitution/pressroom.html
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